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Opinions of Japanese University Students about Issues of Bioethics:
Comparison between
Education Course Students and Nursing Students
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In this study we compared education course students’ and nursing students’ opinions

”

about issues of bioethics: “genetic diagnosis”, “amniotic fluid examination”, “organ transplanta-
tion and brain death”, and “preimplantation genetic diagnosis”. Our questionnaire was con-
ducted from July 2012 to April 2015.

The results are as follows: Firstly, 80% (254 of 316) of education course students and 67%
(178 of 265) of nursing students were positive toward “genetic diagnosis”. Secondly, 75% of
education course students and 62% of nursing students were positive toward “amniotic fluid
examination”. Thirdly, on “organ transplantation and brain death”, 76% of education course
students and 79% of nursing students approved “conditional promotion”, or “promotion”. So
the majority of the students were positive toward “genetic diagnosis”, “amniotic fluid exam-
ination” and “organ transplantation”. However, on “preimplantation genetic diagnosis”, 72% of
education course students and 74% of nursing students had negative opinions.

On students’ interests about the issues of bioethics, 81% of nursing students had interests
about it but education course students are 34%. There is also a significant difference be-
tween “education course students” and “nursing students” on “genetic diagnosis”, “amniotic
fluid examination” and “organ transplantation and brain death”, according to a statistical test.

Key words: bioethics, education course, genetic diagnosis, organ transplantation and brain death,
view of life
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